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SAFESEANET CONTRIBUTION TO RISK ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 
This paper gives a brief description of the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) 
systems supporting the risk assessment process in the Baltic Sea and surrounding areas. 
 
 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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1. The European Maritime Casualty Information Platform (EMCIP)  

Together with the EU Member States, EMSA has developed the European Marine Casualty 

Information Platform (EMCIP). At the European level, the purpose of EMCIP is to enable 

EMSA to provide the European Commission and the Member States with objective, 

reliable and comparable information on maritime safety, as well as to facilitate 

cooperation and analysis as provided for in Regulation (EC) 1406/2002. At the national 

level, EMCIP shall facilitate the creation of statistics and any other data analysis needs of 

the Member States in the field of marine casualties, as well as the fulfilment of the 

national obligations to report investigation findings for certain casualties to IMO. 

EMCIP is a common European platform based on the World Wide Web which, as core 

elements, contains a database and a network of data providers. The database is designed 

and managed by EMSA, and the data providers are the competent national authorities. 

The competent national authorities in the Member States and EMSA have access to the 

stored data, and use it for safety related purposes only. Pre-installed search export and 

graphic tools facilitate the formulation of annual reports, statistics and safety studies. 

EMCIP contains information on a wide range of accidents/incidents that happen in EU 

waters or on EU flagged ships around the world. Although, at present, it is not fully 

populated by Member States, it should eventually become the most comprehensive 

source of EU-related maritime accident/incident information. In terms of constraints, 

within the European area; it mainly deals with accidents within the territorial waters of 

Member States (12 mile limit); the information is usually submitted weeks after the 

accident/incident occurred and; there are limitations on access to the information by 

different Member States.  

2. SafeSeaNet Incident Reports 

Incident Report Messages are a significant part of the SafeSeaNet (SSN) messaging 

framework required by Directive 2002/59 EC as amended. These are used to notify SSN 

that the data provider holds information on a specific incident. Incidents might be related 

to ship safety and seaworthiness (e.g. collisions), the environment (e.g. pollution) or 

other pre-defined categories (e.g. banned ships, ships not reporting according to rules).  

The overall objective of SSN Incident Reports Messages is twofold: 

a. To comply with the requirement for the distribution (Art. 16.2 of Directive 2002/59 

as amended) of incident information on ships that pose a risk to the safety of 

shipping, individuals or the environment. According to Article 16.2 of Directive 

2002/59, Coastal Stations holding this information “shall communicate it to the coastal 

stations concerned in the other Member States located along the planned route of the 

ship.” 

b. In fulfilment of the requirement for availability upon request (Art. 21.2 of Directive 

2002/59 as amended). According to article 21.2, “competent authorities holding 

information notified in accordance with article 13 and 17 shall make adequate 

arrangements to provide such information at any time upon request for safety reasons 

by the competent authority of another Member State”.  

Member States users already have access to the SSN Graphical Interface, which makes 

available information obtained from Member States in Incident Reports. Member States 

submit this information only when they decide that it is relevant to other Member States 

for operational purposes, and it includes information on all types of incidents. However, 

many of the more significant incidents are excluded (e.g. collisions, contacts, groundings, 

fires and explosions) as Member States may not see them as of relevance to other 

Member States for operational purposes at the time. 

The Incident Report Guidelines, which provide information and advice to SSN users in 

Member States on how and when to report incidents in SSN, are available at: 
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http://emsa.europa.eu/documents/technical-documentation/224-ssn-documentation/1137-ssn-incident-report-
guidelines-v191.html 

3. The SafeSeaNet Accidents Module 

In order to obtain a more comprehensive picture of more serious incidents (termed 

accidents for these purposes) in and around EU waters, EMSA also accesses information 

from freely/commercially available sources. This is provided to interested parties in the 

EU institutions in daily reports, and has recently been aggregated within SSN for the 

period from 1/1/2010 - present. This is called the SSN Accidents Module (SAM), and it 

uses the existing functionalities of SSN and many more. 

The SAM deals with all types of accidents (see below for definitions) involving commercial 

sea-going vessels, and contains information on more of these than any other system at 

the present time. The coverage area goes far beyond territorial waters, and includes the 

search and rescue areas of the EU Member States, plus Norway and Iceland. The maps in 

Annex show examples of the information available for the Baltic Sea area. The 

information is stored in a searchable form, and includes summaries of each of the 

accidents. 

The SAM provides a number of different functionalities that could be used for risk 

assessment purposes. Some of these are as follows: 

a. Overviews of accident types and locations for different sea areas (enabling 

identification of accident spread, groupings, black spots, etc.). 

b. Easy identification of the different types of accidents (symbols change at varying zoom 

levels). 

c. SSN zooming capability from international level to port/quay level (many accidents are 

hidden in stacks in the same area unless zoom is used). 

d. Advanced filtering capabilities to show accidents on the map by: accident type, ship 

type, geographical area, time period and combinations of the above. 

e. The ability to select any accident and obtain the information on the accident and the 

ships involved. 

f. The ability to select an accident and find the present location of the ship. 

g. The ability to select a ship that has had an accident (identified by colour), and find the 

location of the accident(s) in which it has been involved. 

h. The capability to download information into Excel files for analysis (via EMSA at 

present). 

i. The capability to produce statistics through the SSN Data Warehouse (via EMSA at 

present). 

 

The information comes from multiple sources, including the media monitoring service of 

the European Commission, reliable accident information sources, recognised shipping 

information systems, the maritime and general media and a wide range of internet based 

publications. In most cases, it is entered in the system less than 48 hours after the 

accident occurred. 

It encompasses accidents involving commercial vessels of all ages and sizes (including 

fishing vessels, as far as possible) which occurred during the year, although only sinkings 

and loss of life have been recorded for vessels under 50 gross tonnes (gt). This includes 

total/partial sinkings, collisions, contacts groundings, fires and explosions on board ships 

while underway, under tow, anchored, berthed or under construction/maintenance. Other 

types of accident are also included (e.g. significant cargo loss, major heavy weather 

damage, structural failure and infrastructure collapse). 

Figures for loss of life have also been inserted, although there is a particular risk of 

under-reporting for fishing vessel accidents. As the review focuses on commercial 

vessels, the figures do not include the significant numbers attributed to illegal 

immigrants trying to reach the EU by sea. They also do not include engine or other 

http://emsa.europa.eu/documents/technical-documentation/224-ssn-documentation/1137-ssn-incident-report-guidelines-v191.html
http://emsa.europa.eu/documents/technical-documentation/224-ssn-documentation/1137-ssn-incident-report-guidelines-v191.html
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machinery failures (i.e. those which had no further impact), minor cargo losses, anchor 

losses, etc.  

The accuracy of the information is high, but not guaranteed to be perfect, as it is based 

on information from multiple sources. For example the positions of some accidents are 

approximate, and the incident descriptions are limited to the information made available 

at the time. The SAM is not yet available in the main SSN user environment, but it is 

expected that this will occur in the coming months. 

4. Actions proposed 

Members of the HELCOM Group of Experts on Safety of Navigation are invited to take 

note of the information provided.  

  



HELCOM SAFE NAV 4/2014, Document 3/2/INF 
 

 

   
 Page 5 of 6  

 
 

ANNEX 

 

 

Map 1: Southern Baltic Sea Accidents (2010-2013) 
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Map 2: Example of Accident Information Available in SAM 
 


